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Wieland hosts Illinois Governor J.B. 
Pritzker at its manufacturing facility in 
Vöhringen 
 

• Governor gains insight into Wieland's largest manufactur-
ing facility worldwide 

• Copper and copper alloys remain relevant for megatrends  

• Visit highlights Wieland's importance in Illinois and the 
good collaboration with the State 

 
On January 17th, Wieland, an industry leader in manufacturing 
and converting copper and copper alloys, hosted Illinois Gover-
nor J.B. Pritzker at its largest manufacturing facility in Vöhringen, 
Germany. The President of the Business Unit Rolled Products 
Olaf Görtges and other company leaders accompanied Governor 
Pritzker on a tour of the facility, which was followed by a discus-
sion with Wieland CEO Dr. Erwin Mayr who highlighted the com-
pany’s local history and gave insight into the company’s 
successful growth path.  
 
"I am honored to host Governor Pritzker in Vöhringen and to 
demonstrate the high quality manufacturing we are so proud of," 
said Wieland CEO Dr. Erwin Mayr. "With a history of more than 
200 years, copper and copper alloys remain highly relevant and 
serve the key megatrends we are currently facing, be it electrifi-
cation, digitalization, or sustainability. Due to our global footprint 
and almost 9,000 employees worldwide, we are able to transfer 
this knowledge across regions, making an impact not only here 
in Germany but also in other regions of the world. We have a 
strong footprint in the Unites States, with eight locations in the 
state of Illinois alone. There, we are contributing to the revitaliza-
tion of manufacturing in the USA and serving the critical indus-
tries in the fields of semiconductors and electric vehicles. We 
look forward to continuing the collaboration with Governor Pritz-
ker and his administration on further developing these critical 
supply chains."  
 

 
Ulm, January 18, 2023 
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Governor Pritzker, who had recently visited the company’s facility 
in East Alton, Illinois, shared the following remarks with Wieland’s 
leadership team: “Here in Vöhringen, Wieland is leading the 
charge toward a clean energy future – streamlining automation, 
advancing innovation, and strengthening ties with the local com-
munity. From Germany to Illinois, Wieland remains a valuable 
partner – providing good paying jobs while supplying the Ameri-
can industries of today and tomorrow. Our joint history dates 
back more than a century, and as Illinois continues to grow our 
semiconductor and electric vehicle ecosystems, Wieland’s global 
perspective will help us pave the way for a clean energy future.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture material 
 

 
From left to right: Adriana Williams (Vice President Marketing & Communica-
tions Wieland Group), Anne Caprara (Chief of Staff), First Lady M.K. Pritzker, 
Governor J.B. Pritzker, Christian Mitchell (Deputy Governor), Dr. Erwin Mayr 
(CEO Wieland Group), Olaf Görtges (President of the Business Unit Rolled 
Products Wieland Group), Andy Manar (Deputy Governor), Dr. Bettina 
Schmitz (Vice President Process Engineering Wieland Group), Sharon Stead 
(Managing Director, State of IL Europe Office). 
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About Wieland   
 
Wieland is one of the world's leading suppliers of semi-finished 
copper and copper alloy products. With a global network of pro-
duction sites, service, and trading companies, the company of-
fers a broad product, technology, and service portfolio. From 
prototype to series production, Wieland develops solutions for 
automotive, electronics, refrigeration, air conditioning, and other 
industries. Wieland uses high-performance copper materials to 
drive the success of its B2B customers in future-oriented fields 
such as electromobility, connectivity, and urbanization. High 
technical competence, customer-oriented thinking, and sustain-
ability determine their actions and have been the basis of the 
company's success since 1820.  

 
Wieland in brief  
 
Headquarter   
Graf-Arco-Straße 36 | 89079 Ulm | Germany  

 
Facts   
*1820 in Ulm, Germany | Sales: 714 kt | Turnover: appr. 6.7 bn. € | 
Locations: 80 | Employees appr. 8,800 [FY21/22 figures of the Wieland Group] 

 
Executive Board  
Dr. Erwin Mayr, CEO | Gregor Tschernjavski, CFO 
 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board  
Fritz-Jürgen Heckmann  
  
 

For further information, please contact  

Wieland Group  
Adriana Williams | Vice President Marketing & Communications 
Graf-Arco-Straße 36 | 89079 Ulm | Germany  
P +49 152 28403220 | adriana.williams@wieland.com 

wieland.com  
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